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Disclaimer
Articles which appear in The Trailhead News (THN) 
do not necessarily reflect the position, opinion or 
endorsement of Back Country Horsemen of Washing-
ton (BCHW), its officers, committee chairs, staff or 
Washington Media Services, Inc. (WMS). BCHW and 
WMS are not responsible for the accuracy of all material 
and advertisements. Appearance of an advertisement 
in the THN does not constitute a recommendation or 
endorsement by BCHW of goods or services offered 
therein. Prices subject to change without warning. 
BCHW, WMS and its management shall not be held 
responsible for any typing errors or omissions other 
than a correction in the next available issue. The THN 
shall not be reproduced in any form or manner without 
prior written agreement. This includes reproduction of 
articles, photos, and the BCHW logo.

As a 501(c)(3) organization, the Back Country Horsemen of 
Washington has enacted the following policy: Back Country 
Horsemen of Washington does not endorse or oppose any 
political candidate, donate or contribute to any political 
candidate’s campaign, participate or engage in political 
fundraising events, distribute statements for or against 
particular political candidates, nor engage in any other 
activity that may constitute favoring or opposing a political 
candidate. The forgoing applies to the official position of 
BCHW it does not restrict or discourage individual members 
from representing themselves in support of a candidate.

The Trailhead News is the official publication of Back 
Country Horsemen of Washington (BCHW). 
The Trailhead News is published bimonthly by Back Country 
Horsemen of Washington, PO Box 1132, Ellensburg, WA 
98926-1132. Annual membership dues include a subscription 
to The Trailhead News.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The Trailhead 
News, PO Box 1132, Ellensburg, WA 98926-1132.  
© 2010 Back Country Horsemen of Washington.

EDITORIAL: Printed Newsletter, maximum word count for 
articles is 700 plus two (2) photos as space is limited. Digital 
Newsletter does not have maximum word count plus more than 
two (2) photos can run with article. Photos must be accompanied 
by the location, name(s) of person(s) in photo and the name of 
the photographer. The Trailhead News is published bimonthly 
and delivered electronically with the exception of Mar/Apr 
and Sept/Oct issues, which are printed and mailed to members. 

Please submit to: thn@bchw.org or mail to:
PO Box 7184 • Olympia, WA 98507 • 360.754.4543 
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BCHW Chapter Locations & Directors

Chapter Directors: This list is taken from the 
BCHW Directory located online at bchw.org.

BUCKHORN RANGE:  
Director: Bob Hoyle   106 Ash Loop • Chimacum, WA 98368 360-531-2337 bobhoyle@usa.net
CAPITOL RIDERS:  
Director: Barb Aberle  10214 Gate Rd SW • Olympia, WA 98512 360-481-5848 capitolriders22@gmail.com
CASCADE HORSE CLUB:  
Director: Carol Russo  P.O. Box 1359 • Lake Stevens WA 98258 425-334-7204 jccsrusso@aol.com
CRAB CREEK RIDERS:  
Director: Tracy Keller  P.O. Box 519 • Moses Lake, WA 98837  509-855-2944 tracyk@laserfabusa.com
ELLENSBURG:  
Director: Brenda Nass  421 North Main • Ellensburg, WA 98926  509-859-2754 brendanass@gmail.com
FERRY COUNTY:  
Director: Sheila Shockey P.O. Box 1124 • Republic, WA 99166  509-630-3127 sheilar1992@gmail.com
GRAYS HARBOR:  
Director: Lori Lennox   P.O. Box 52 • Satsop, WA 98583  360-482-2742 llennox82@gmail.com
INDEPENDENT   
Director: Terri Crawford  507 Dalles Mountain Rd • Centerville, WA 98613-3030 509-250-0944 rktbar@gmail.com 
ISLAND COUNTY:   
Director: Kathy Thompson P.O. Box 1241 • Coupeville, WA 98239  360-679-0983 kt-goneriding@hotmail.com
LEWIS COUNTY:  
Director: Tom Conner  1673 S. Market BLVD #88 • Chehalis, WA 98532 360-269 3804 tkranch@toledotel.com
METHOW VALLEY:  
Director: Mary McHugh P.O. Box 902 • Twisp, WA 98856  509-449-0715 marymchugh19@outlook.com
MOUNT ADAMS:  
Director: Mark Vorce  P.O. Box 53 • Trout Lake, WA 98650 509-365-2035 macarthur36@hotmail.com
MT. OLYMPUS:  
Director: Jan Whitlow  PO Box 1951 • Port Angeles, WA 98362 360-457-6713  wishbone_jan@msn.com
MOUNT SAINT HELENS:  
Director: Jim Anderson   P.O. Box 418 • Brush Prairie, WA 98606  360-835-5719 muleman1951@gmail.com
NISQUALLY:  
Director: Rose Calvin  P.O. Box 652 • Yelm, WA 98597 253-222-4975 rosecalvin61@gmail.com
NORTHEAST:  
Director: Doug Stewart  P.O. Box 3094 • Deer Park, WA 99006  951-264-6283 dougstewart55@gmail.com
OAKLAND BAY:  
Director: Traci Koch  61 SE Craddick Rd • Shelton, WA 98584 360-490-2878 ctracgo@aol.com 
OKANOGAN VALLEY:  
Director: Ken Bailey   P.O. Box 812 • Tonasket, WA 98855  509 670-4219 Kenbailey1947@gmail.com
OLYMPIC:  
Director: Rob Centeno  5390 NE Elfendahl Pass Rd • Belfair, WA 98528   360-830-0345 drillsgt.rn@gmail.com 
PENINSULA:  
Director: Jeff Chapman  P.O. Box 451 • Carlsborg, WA 98324  360-301-9156  bbbranch@olympus.net
PIERCE COUNTY:  
Director: Louise Caywood  17310 Longmire Rd SE • Yelm, WA 98597 253-732-8105 saddledupw@aol.com
PONDEROSA:  
Director: Ken Carmichael 10804 W Seven Mile Rd • Spokane, WA 99224 509-710-1162 kcarmichael2225@gmail.com 
PURPLE SAGE RIDERS:  
Director: Heather Moorman 219911 E Perkins Rd • Kennewick, WA 99337 509-947-7792 bchwmembership@gmail.com
RATTLESNAKE RIDGE RIDERS:  
Director: Danny Chappel  P.O. Box 63 • Benton City, WA 99320  509-947-5824 chapchar05@bentonrea.com
SCATTER CREEK RIDERS:  
Director: Cheryl Howard  14749 Tilley Rd • Tenino, WA 98589  360-601-1331 cherylh.bchw@yahoo.com
SKAGIT:   
Director: Bob Iddins  P.O. Box 188 • Sedro Woolley, WA 98284 804-695-4170 reiddins@gmail.com
TAHOMA:  
Director: Becca Morgan  P.O. Box 365 • Ravensdale, WA 98051 253-732-5931 littlebeemorgan@gmail.com
TRAIL DUSTERS:     
Director: Cathy Nelson  12503 67th Ave NE • Arlington, WA 98223-6219 425-231-2148 trippleenfarm@gmail.com 
WENAS VALLEY: 
Director: Huston Osborn 191 Alfalfa Rd • Selah, WA 98942   509-839-2724 ohuston1967@gmail.com 
WENATCHEE VALLEY:  
Director: Mike Walcker  4330 Eels Rd • Cashmere, WA 98815 509-670-6038  empirebuilder747@gmail.com
WHATCOM COUNTY:  
Director: Joe Remenar  P.O. Box 28607 • Bellingham, WA 98228 360-778-9848  j.remenar@gmail.com
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Tax Deduction

Please be informed that membership dues, paid at the state as well as the chap-
ter level, are tax deductible for the calendar year and subsequent years. De-
duct your dues as a charitable contribution under authority of IRC Section 

170 (assuming the person paying the membership dues itemizes their deductions 
when computing their federal net taxable income) or as a business deduction under 
authority of IRC Section 162 (assuming the person paying the membership dues 
has a “trade or business” and the payment of the membership dues is directly re-
lated to this “trade or business”). When making a donation, ask for a receipt.
 Your volunteer mileage is also deductible. Make copies of your volunteer 
hours logs with mileage for your taxes. 

Back Country Horsemen of Washington expresses its gratitude to those who contribute to 
BCHW as “Lifetime,” “Contributing,” “Sustaining,” and “Patron” members. 

The Optional Membership Program is available to all members for renewal or new membership. Members in this program pay only the optional 
membership fee, which includes the Family or Single Membership. The optional membership information on this page is provided by the 
BCHW Membership Committee. If you have any corrections or questions, please e-mail membership@bchw.org.

Lifetime Members
Mitch Baird .....................................................IND
Scott Bauer.................................................... CHC
Amanda Biles ................................................ TAH
Penelope Booker ............................................IND
Karen Briskey ................................................. PCC
Caleb Canby ................................................MVC
Janis Collett .................................................... PCC
Missy Day ...................................................... TAH
David Jackson ................................................ PSR
Lori Lennox ....................................................GHC
Kim Merrick .................................................. NSC
Heather Moorman ......................................... PSR
Jason Ridlon ....................................................IND
Kathy Russo .....................................................IND
Dave Seibel .................................................MOC
Bob Shonka ....................................................IND
Teri Starke .......................................................IND
Cathy Upper .................................................MVC
Barbara Woo ............................................... CHC
Pat Wyers ......................................................MAC
2024 Annual Meeting Head Table
Jan Whitlow .................................................MOC
2023 Annual Meeting Head Table
Kinney/Churchill ........................................... TDC
2024 Patron Level
Kathy & Bob Cole ........................................MSH
William Hamlin & Anne Razzolini ................ RRR
Greg Johnston & Catherine Johnson .........GHC
Cindy & Dean Kobetich ................................ BHR
Mary Krauss & Joe Berner .......................... CHC
Dale & Tina Merten .....................................GHC
Bob Showalter ................................................ RRR
Brenda Wiebe ..............................................MAC
Todd & Janet Wiebke ....................................IND
2024 Sustaining Level
Gene Brent ..................................................... TAH
Sherry & Alex Brown .....................................LCC
Ron & Marty Celestres ................................. TAH
Danny & Jeanie Chappel .............................. RRR

Name  Chapter
Christina Cline ..............................................MVC
Leslie Coey & Curt Fuller ...............................IND
Gary & Kathy Collins ...................................MSH
Greg Cox ......................................................GHC
Patrick Dolan ................................................MSH
Sherrie Elliott ..................................................NEC
Bruce & Kathy Foreman ................................NEC
Robert Gish & Gloria Dennison ...................NEC
KEVIN & Lisa Graese ...................................NEC
Karl Kaiyala & Kathy Rafferty.....................MVC
Mary Kane ..................................................... TAH
Lorraine Karmen ........................................... CHC
Bill  Kehner  .....................................................IND
Edris Kenan .................................................... TAH
Mike & Chris McGlenn ............................... WCC
Mary McIntyre-Lee .......................................IND
Paul Mellick..................................................... RRR
James Miller ....................................................IND
Mary & Dennis Owens ................................GHC
Frank & Sandra Servine ................................ NIS
Heather Spencer .........................................MOC
Lynda Stafford ................................................SCR
Michael Torok ...............................................MVC
Darrell & Kristy Wallace ..............................NEC
Louise & Peter Walton ...................................NEC
Nancy Wiest .................................................. PCC
Bonnie Witrak ................................................ TAH
JoAnn Yost .....................................................GHC
2024 Contributing Level
Earl & Dorothy Aalseth ................................ CHC
Jim & Terri Anderson ....................................MSH
Meg Brinton & Nick Lowe ...........................MSH
Tyler Castle ...................................................MSH
Jan & Jim  Craghead .....................................CCR
Ken & Pam Evans ..........................................MAC
Carol Finney .................................................MSH
Peg Greiwe & Dale Kelley ........................... PCC
Kris & Don Hand ............................................ PSR
Judith & Bob Hoyle ....................................... BHR
Kathy & Bob Jones ........................................ TDC

Name  Chapter

Ken Wilcox BCHW

In-Memoriam
BettyRae Shonka

Carol Wilcox
Doc Wesselius

Jim Murphy
Laarin Lee Barber
Marianne Finrow

Teunis Wyers
Trygve Culp

Laurie Kallsen-George .................................PNC
Burton & Caity Karapostoles ......................MVC
Tony & Cathy Karniss .....................................LCC
Leah & Franz Keylard ................................... TAH
Bob & Nancy Lee .......................................... EVC
Kris Lenke & Dave Peterson .......................... BHR
Ed & Teri Letcher .......................................... WEN
Michele McGehee .......................................GHC
Kathy McGehee-Hansen ............................ NSC
Bob & Rani Merz ..........................................MAC
Kris Moran ....................................................GHC
Jeanette & John O’Keefe .............................MVC
Kathleen Parshall ........................................... TAH
Leonard & Kathy Rolph ................................MAC
Laurel Saville ............................................... WCC
Brian & Cindi Vance .....................................NEC
Larry Wachtel .................................................IND
Bob & Lyris Wooldridge ..............................MAC

A Gift To Honor or
In Remembrance 

Donate in memory of a friend, family, or loved 
one. To make a donation in their name to 

BCHW, please contact Teri Starke, BCHW 
Treasurer, at: 253.709.5052 or

tstrk21@msn.com.

Name  Chapter
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Happy Summer Everyone!

By Dana Chambers, BCHW President

BCHW Mission Statement 
BCHW is affiliated with Back Country Horsemen of 
America (hereinafter “BCHA”) and therefore adopts the 
BCHA mission statement as follows: The mission of this 
organization shall be:

• To perpetuate the common-sense use and enjoyment of 
horses in America’s back country and wilderness.

• To work to insure that public lands remain open to recre-
ational stock use.

• To assist the various governmental and private agencies in 
their maintenance and management of said resource.

• To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the 
wise use of the back country resource by horsemen and the 
general public commensurate with our heritage.

• To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters in 
the state organization.

I am so happy to see more nice days than bad ones! Our 
work parties around the state are in full swing, as are 
many chapters’ fun rides, poker rides and fundraisers. On 

Saturday, June 17, we held our 2nd quarter Board of Direc-
tors meeting in Ellensburg. During the meeting, we discussed 
new programs that have been developed. First is our new 
BCHW Chapter Grant Program, in which chapters with 
smaller bank accounts can apply for funding for trail proj-
ects. These funds can only be used for supplies and small 
tools. 
 The funds for these grants came from the net profit made 
at the 2024 Rendezvous event. Applications are available on-
line or on the bchw.org website. Once applications are sub-
mitted, our Grants committee will review them, score them 
and send them on to myself and Teri Starke. If approved, the 
chapters will be notified. More information and the guide-
lines will be on the website on the Chapter Resources page.
 Another new program is our Sponsorship Program where 

President’s Corner

businesses can pick one of three levels. Starting at $500, then 
$1000 and finally $5000. More info on these will be pub-
lished here in the Trailhead News.
BCHW MEMBERSHIP DUES UPDATE. Our BCHW dues 
will increase for the 2025 membership year. A single Mem-
bership will be $45 (from $41) and a Family Membership will 
be $60 (from $54)
 The last big thing that happened was we held our Elec-
tions. The slate of officer positions was President, Vice Presi-
dent, National Director position #1, alternative National Di-
rector and three Executive Committee positions.

The Election results are:
• President: Dana Chambers (Re-elected)
• Vice President: Ken Carmichael
• Secretary Patti Carmichael
• National Director Pos. #1: Kathy Young (Re-elected)
• Alternate National Director: Mickey Centeno (Re-elected)

Three Executive Committee members: 
• Heather Moorman (Re-elected)
• Bob Hoyle
• Rob Centeno
Congratulations to the returning and new officers!!   

Add Back Country Horsemen of Washington to your 
awards account.  See the Donate page at BCHW.org for 
more information. 
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We spend a lot of time and energy discussing and 
planning who will be BCHW's next leaders. This 
is how we will sustain Back Country Horsemen of 

Washington.
 What role do the "experienced" volunteers play?  I re-
frain from calling us "old."  As time progresses, we are ready 
to move on to other projects and positions of leadership or 
move out.  However, we must continue to play an important 
role in managing BCHW.

What Part Can Experi-
enced Volunteers Play In 
BCHW?  We can:

• Set the example – New mem-
bers need to see members hav-
ing fun, being productive and 
being appreciated as we provide 
leadership.

• Mentor – Many members will 
participate if they feel comfort-
able and confident in performing the task.  Mentors can 
encourage members and ensure the new members are not 
left blowing in the wind.  This includes following up with 

the new members, providing the necessary information 
and encouraging them.  

• Succession plan – We can look for an individual who has 
the potential to take our position.

• Ask people to participate – I recently read a good ar-
ticle about volunteering.  I will quote only one sentence. 

"The most commonly cited reason 
why people volunteer, period, is 
because people ask them to volun-
teer."  People will stand in the shad-
ows until asked.

  Back Country Horsemen is a 
great service organization. We keep 
trails open through education, ad-
vocacy and trail work. But for these 
functions to be effective, it means 
having a wealth of people providing 
additional support with all kinds of 
skills, talents, interests, abilities 
and time commitments.  

 If you are an experienced volunteer, find someone to 
help.  If you are new, discover how to contribute and jump in.  
BCH needs active volunteers to keep trails open.  

BCHW Membership Announcement

BCHW memberships expire on December 31, 2024. Please go to BCHW.org and click on the Membership tab  
to join or renew. If you have any questions, issues or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me, Dana Chambers, at 
membership.bchw@gmail.com or call 206-498-6952. I’m here for you!

PRICING FOR OUR MEMBERSHIPS
In Addition To Chapter Dues

 Single .................................................................................................... $41.00
 Family ....................................................................................................$54.00
 Contributing  ......................................................................................... $75.00
 Sustaining  ........................................................................................... $125.00
 Patron  .................................................................................................$250.00
 Benefactor  ..........................................................................................$500.00
 Lifetime (Single)  ...............................................................................$1,200.00
 Lifetime (Family of 2)  ...................................................................... $2,000.00

Volunteering

By Ken Carmichael, BCHW Vice President
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ATTENTION!

Cover Photos can be sent anytime, 8x10 Vertical 
orientation is best (300 dpi).

You can send articles, photos and 
calendar of events early!

Content Deadline for the September/October 
2024 Print Newsletter is August 1, 2024

Please email your articles (700 word maximum) and 3 or 4 photos with  
caption and photo byline to thn@bchw.org as soon as possible.

The Wilderness Act of 1964 was signed into law on Sep-
tember 3, 1964, and established the National Wilderness 
Preservation System (NWPS) to protect federal wilder-

ness areas and preserve their natural conditions for the ben-
efit of the American people:
 The first policy statement of the document provides both 
background and the basic tenet of the act. 

“In order to assure that an increasing population, ac-
companied by expanding mechanization, does not occupy 
and modify all areas within the United States and its pos-
sessions, leaving no lands designated for preservation 
and protection in their natural condition, it is hereby 
declared to be the policy of the Congress to secure for 
the American people of present and future generations 
the benefits of an enduring resource of wilderness.” 
[Section2(a)]

 The act mandated that certain areas be left undeveloped 
so that nature could take its course. The system initially in-
cluded 54 wilderness areas in 13 states that were already pro-

tected by the Forest Service. Today, the system has grown to 
806 areas in 44 states and Puerto Rico. Washington state is 
about 45.6 million acres and has 31 federally protected Wil-
derness Areas, which cover almost 4.5 million acres.
 Washington Wilderness areas are beloved by BCHW 
members. They are the places where hooves and feet can find 
the real back country. BCHW has been vigilant over the years, 
working to maintain access for stock into Wilderness. There 
are many conversations that we can have about the condition 
of Wilderness today, the amount of Wilderness, including Wil-
derness Study areas, and how it is managed. Those conversa-
tions are ongoing and important. For today however, I think 
it is important for our members to recognize the importance 
of the 60 years of Wilderness that we have been given and to 
continue to help to maintain and preserve our wild places.  

Link to the document
https:/ /www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/
fseprd645666.pdf

Celebrating the 60th Anniversary
of the Wilderness Act

By Kathy Young, BCHW Public Lands Chairman
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Saddle Sponsorship Level1/2 Page

Bridle
Sponsorship

Level
1/4 Page

SpurSponsorshipLevelBusiness card

Permanent or Temporary
Address Change Form

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Current Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

New Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Temporary Address for Snow Birds: _______________________________________________________________

Start date: _____________________________________ Return Date: __________________________________

Mail to: Dana Chambers, State Membership Chair, 11404 210th Ave Ct E, Bonney Lake, WA 98391
Email to: membership.bchw@gmail.com

Please clip out and mail! !

We are now offering annual sponsorships!

Sponsorship Levels will be for a calendar year and include the 
benefits listed below.

All levels of sponsors will be listed on the Sponsors page of our 
website.

BCHW Sponsorships Program

Sponsorship
Level Benefits

Spur
$500

• Business card size listing in all 6 editions of our Trailhead News
• Your banner displayed at our statewide events

Bridle
$1000

• Quarter-page listing in our 6 editions of the Trailhead News
• Your banner displayed at our statewide events.
• Booth at our statewide events (if desired)

Saddle
$5000

• Half-page listing in all 6 editions of the Trailhead News
• Your banner displayed at our statewide events.
• Booth at our statewide events (if desired)
• Posts on BCHW Facebook page

• Back Country Horsemen of Washington Facebook page 
has 8.6K Followers

• Trailhead News publication goes to 2100+ members

• Rendezvous Three-day event gathers 400+ members and 
100+ public attendance
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By Juelie Dalzell, LNT Coordinator

During the first days of summer, Jay Adams of the Pierce 
County Chapter presented a two-day packing clinic to 
ten participants at Sage Horse Camp in Sequim. Jay 

provided a spiral notebook that accompanied his PowerPoint 
presentation. He brought two pack animals to demonstrate 
the multiple steps of loading stock. Jay was extremely well 
organized and well prepared. His point of view, while low-
key, emphasized his enthusiasm for the art of packing. He 
stressed that you don’t have to do a heroic ten-day trip to 
have an adventure, but a weekend with the family is fun and 
doable.  With a bit of practice, Jay insisted that horse packing 
is for everyone.
 While you did not need to bring stock or equipment to 
this clinic, most participants brought their horses.  They were 
able to try on pack saddles on their horses and said that was a 
huge plus for them. Everyone got a chance to get their hands 
on the pack saddles and learn some knots.  Jay said that ev-
eryone could tie the knots he taught the first day by the next 
morning. He said it was a great bunch of people to work with.  
 After class, with time before dinner, participants went 
for a trail ride. We learned at that point that it was the first 
time horse camping for two people. Another group member 
disclosed she hadn’t had experience with mules and became 
enamored with Zoe, Jay’s beautiful molly mule, who she said 
loved petting. 
 Dinner was provided after the first day’s session. Every-
one raved about the food, which is no surprise because Kim 

Merrick’s cast iron cooking skills are acclaimed across the 
state. However, another sous chef, Pat Cosner, made sour-
dough Dutch oven bread and fruit cobbler that also got rave 
reviews.
 The last day of the clinic surprised us with rain, but it did 
not last long. People loaded pack boxes and learned to use a 
lash cinch and rope. They were all impressed to see the boxes 
come away from the sides of the animal and rise as the lash 
rope was tightened. Again, everyone got a chance to apply the 
skills they learned on the pack stock.
 We believe that the goals set by the Peninsula Chapter 
were met by putting on this clinic. Younger people were in-

Peninsula Chapter’s June Packing Clinic

From left to right: Nicole, Chrissy, Rusty, Jay, Megan,  Trisha, Rachael and Karen Chrissy, Rusty, Karen, Megan, Jay and Rachel

continued on page 8
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By Ken Camichael, BCHW Vice President

At the March 2024 Back Country Horsemen of Washing 
(BCHW) Board Meeting we passed the following motion:
 I move that the BCHW Board of Directors' recommend 

President Dana Chambers appoint an Ad Hoc Committee to eval-
uate the business operations of BCHW to include:
• Board of Directors
• Executive Committee
• Officers
• Standing Committees
• Communications
• Bylaws, Standing Rules and Policies
• Centralized Accounting
 The BCHW Best Business Practices Ad Hoc Committee will 
report back to President Dana Chambers with recommendations 
no later than the first quarter Board of Directors meeting in 2025.

Footnotes:
• According to BCHW Bylaws Article IV, Section 2, “The Pres-

ident shall appoint such committees as may be necessary and 
appropriate to the conduct of business of BCHW, subject to 
the approval of the Executive Committee…”

• A significant change in management took place in June 2022 
with the creation of the Executive Committee.

• Best Business Practices recommend the periodic review of an 
organization’s management, especially after a major change 
in operations to ensure effective and efficient management 
practices.

• The Ad Hoc Committee will clarify responsibilities and 
boundaries. 

• The Ad Hoc Committee will gather input from key stakehold-
ers and summarize results.

troduced to horse packing. Some camped with their hors-
es for the first time, making it easier for them to camp 
again. Most participants were introduced to Backcountry 
Horsemen for the first time. There was a short Leave No 
Trace component reminding riders to clean up trailheads. 
They rode trails that were put in exclusively by Peninsula 
Chapter members, reminding everyone that trails don’t just 
appear on their own.  All had fun, and new friends were 
made. 
 For anyone interested in putting on their own packing 
clinic, Jay can be reached at BRUSH4sl@Yahoo.com 253-
370-8325 or through the Pierce County Chapter.
Nicole Witham organized the event for the Peninsula Chap-
ter and can be reached at witham.nicole@gmail.com.  

Best Business Practices Ad Hoc Committee

 Key to this motion is that the committee will review the 
BCHW operations by gathering input from key stakeholders. This 
is a review of BCHW operations, not the chapters. An important 
element of BCHW is how we effectively communicate within the 
organization and with others.  Are all the members receiving the 
“Word” and how can we improve this?
 The committee will not take actions but will make recom-
mendations based on its findings back to the President, Executive 
Committee and Board of Directors.  

President Chambers has appointed the 
following committee:
Ken Carmichael – Chairman
Kathy Young
Judy Sarles
Louise Caywood
Bill Chambers

 We are sending out surveys to Directors, Chapter Presidents 
and Treasurers, and BCHW Committee Chairs for input. Member 
input is also desired.  
 If BCH is to grow and prosper, we must be willing to periodi-
cally take a critical look at ourselves.  
 Thank you to everyone that is providing input. It is greatly 
appreciated.
 Please contact your Director or President if you have input 
or questions. Or contact me directly at kcarmiclhael2225@gmail.
com.  

From right to left: Jay, Nicole, Rachel and Chrissy

Peninsula Chapter's June Packing Clinic
continued from page 7
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By Jim Anderson, Mount Saint Helens Chapter Director

I t has been a busy spring for the Mount St. Helens chapter. 
We started our annual maintenance of the Kalama Horse 
Camp (H.C.) on April 13, repairing broken rails and gates 

on the corrals, cleaning up trees and limbs from winter snows, 
digging out full fire pits and even having time to fix the tread 
on a wash crossing just outside of camp. We had a good turn-
out of fifteen members who enjoyed a nice lunch.
 An extra wet May kept us from getting out on the trails, 
so we used that time for sawyer training during the classroom 
portion. Some members needed to get out of the wet weather, 
so we went to the Escure Ranch in eastern Washington and 
enjoyed a few dry but windy days of riding. We did get in a 
day of preparation to install metal corrals at the DNR Rock Cr. 
H.C. We had to weld leg extensions on the panels to anchor 
them more securely. We partnered on this project with our 
friends from Washington Trail Riders Association out of Clark 
County. The actual project will be finished later this spring or 
summer.
 On June 1, we held our first trail work party at Kalama. 
Eight members started with the hands-on practical portion of 
the sawyer training and then headed out on the trails, logging 
out the Falls trail and portions of the Toutle, Blue Horse, and 
Ski trails. 
 We scheduled a two-day work party for June 22 and 23 
in January. We invited WTA to join us for this as we have in 
the past. The planning has been going on all spring, with re-

con trips with WTA and the Forest Service recreation tech. The 
lower part of the Cinnamon was in dire need of reconstruction 
due to water erosion. We will rent an excavator with a small 
grant from BCHA, and Tom Conner of the Lewis County chap-
ter volunteered to run it for us. (This is being written before 
the work party). The other part of this work party is to get the 
Fossil and Cinnamon trail completely logged out. Based on the 
registrations, we should have around twenty-five volunteers 
coming together for this. 
 Since the Cinnamon has been mentioned, here is an update 
on the burnt section. Due to work that the forest service has 
done, that section is now open to the public, but it still has not 
been completely logged out, so I do not think you will ride 
your horse through it. On July 15, Tony Karniss is holding an 
advanced sawyer class there, and the attendants will cut down 
trees across the trail. Once the trees are logged out, the tread 
must be reestablished. With the soil denuded of cover, the past 
winters, rains and snowmelt have raised havoc. At this time, we 
do not know how that will happen. 
 In mid-August, the Northwest Youth Corp will work on the 
Cinnamon trail for two weeks, doing tread work and brushing. 
The forest service will pay them to be here, and the Mount St. 
Helens chapter will mark out the areas of work and lend any 
support they need, such as cutting trees for water bars and pack 
support if needed. We will have a cost-share agreement, so vol-
unteers will get reimbursed for expenses.  

Mount Saint Helens Chapter Trail Updates
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By Michele McGehee, THN Editor

G rays Harbor Chapter held its annual Fund Ride at 
Schafer Grade in Matlock, WA, on Saturday, June 
22. Friday night, the chapter held a potluck for 

campers and members alike. It was a great time to connect, 
share stories, eat good food and promote the area.  
 Over the last few months, the members have spent many 
hours preparing and maintaining the trail, removing logs, 
cutting down tall winter overgrowth, and ensuring all the 
trails are well-marked so no one gets lost. Attendance at the 
Fund Ride exceeded expectations, with 71 adult riders and 
15 children under the age of 12 who could ride for free. Our 
next generation is at play!
 All the trails were marked, and maps were provided for 
the riders just in case they needed to find their way back. 
All contingency plans were in place, with a truck and trail-
er on standby in case someone needed a lift back to camp. 
An EMT was on call, and emergency numbers for the riders 
were available. 
 We had great raffle prizes this year, and participants 
bought additional tickets to get a chance at their favorite priz-
es. Prizes included gift certificates from local businesses, vet 
services, horse supplies, homemade crafts and camping gear. 
The grand prize was two nights at Ocean Acres Horse Hotel 

Grays Harbor Chapter Fund Ride

continued on page 11
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and B&B in Grayland, WA, with direct access to the beach, 
$50 for dinner at the local pub and wine tasting at Westport 
Winery! Shelly Smeltzer was the grand prize winner, and she 
was thrilled! We can’t wait to see pictures of her adventure. 
Maybe even a Trailhead News article, you never know!
 This year, we did something different for food. Instead 
of cooking, we hired Dales Mobile Kitchen, a local cook and 
crew who provided breakfast and lunch items for purchase. 
The biscuits and gravy were the best I ever tasted, and the 
hamburgers were also good. They also had pulled pork sand-

wiches, breakfast burritos, chicken wraps and more. There is 
nothing like a good meal and a good ride on the trails. Thank 
you, Dale and crew!   
 The Fund Ride helps support the chapter in keeping trails 
open for all riders, including Schafer Grade in Matlock, man-
aged by Green Diamond, and West Fork Humptulips trail sys-
tem, located on National Forest land out of Humptulips, WA. 
 Thank you to all the volunteers for putting on a great 
event and to all the riders who came out to ride our trails! You 
are appreciated!  

Grays Harbor Chapter Fund Ride
continued from page 10

PH
O

TO
 BY M

IC
H

ELE M
C

G
EH

EE

PH
O

TO
 BY M

IC
H

ELE M
C

G
EH

EE

PH
O

TO
 BY M

IC
H

ELE M
C

G
EH

EE

PH
O

TO
 BY M

IC
H

ELE M
C

G
EH

EE



     The Trailhead News

July/August 2024Calendar of Events

12

   

Be sure to: • Contact the ride host to check for updates on the event.  • Check to see if dogs are welcome.

FREE Listing on BCHW Chapter Events Calendar

Example
Your Chapter Ride or Event Must Be Open To All 
BCHW Members To Have A FREE Listing 
Lines in the listing have a  
maximum character count of 32, includ-
ing spaces. Please keep this in mind. 
Please submit the following information with your 
event listing to thn@bchw.org.

Chapter Name _____________________________
Name of Ride ______________________________
Date _____________________________________
First Rider Out ______________________________
Location __________________________________
Register __________________________________
Lunch ____________________________________
Name of Pass Required (if needed) ______________
Weed-Seed-Free Feed Required ________________
Camping (if available) _____________________
Cost to Member ____________________________
Cost to Non-member ________________________
Contact Name _____________________________
Phone ____________________________________
Email ____________________________________
Website __________________________________

Note: The BCHW Trailhead News represents as many events as possible; however, it makes no guarantees an event will be published. The calendar 
of events is subject to change. Please check with ride contact for most updated information. Please send calendar corrections to: thn@bchw.org.

Prize Ride Benefitting the BCHW Skagit Chapter
 Saturday, July 13, 2024
 Les Hilde Trailhead 6998 Medford Road 

Sedro-Woolley, WA
 Skagit Chapter for a Prize Ride on Saturday, 

July 13th, 2024! The ride will be held at the 
Les Hilde Trailhead in the Harry Osborne 
State Forest.  erin.hurley2295@gmail.com

Northeast Chapter
8th Annual Vicki Gish Memorial Ride 
 Friday-Sunday, July 19-21, 2024
 Calispel Basin, Colville Nat'l Forest

Olympic Chapter
Western Dream Ride 2024 
 Friday, July 19, 2024
 Flying Horseshoe Ranch  Cle Elum, WA
 Three-day prize ride in Cle Elum

Mount St Helens Chapter Annunal Fun Ride
 Saturday, July 20, 2024
 Kalama Horse Camp
 Annual Fun Ride fundraising campout
 and ride.

Pierce Co Chapter BCHW Annual Prize Ride
 Saturday, July 20, 2024
 Sahara Creek CG Elbe State Forest Prize Ride

Okanogan Valley Chapter
Funday Fundraiser/Swap Meet/LNT
 Monday, July 22, 2024
 Tonasket Rodeo Grounds
 Vendors Wanted! 
 Please contact us if you would like to sell your 

new or gently used items at our fundraiser on 
6-22-24, for $20.00 a space

 Cher:bowercheryl1@gmail.com • 509-826-5281
 or Kassie:paisleypetal70@gmail.com
 509-486-2451

Third Annual Olympic Spirit Prize Ride
 Saturday, September 7, 2024
 Sage Horse Camp
 Sequim, WA
 bchwpeninsulaprizeride@gmail.com

3rd QTR BCHW Board of
Directors’ Meeting
 Saturday, September 21, 2024 
 Kittitas Valley Event Center
 901 E 7th Ave, Ellensburg, WA
 BCHW President Dana Chambers
 president@bchw.org • 206-498-6952

August 4: Anniversary - Great American Outdoors Act
September 28: National Public Lands Day
November 11: Veterans Day

23rd Annual Winery Ride
 Saturday, October 26, 2024
 Zillah, WA 
 BCHWwineryride@gmail.com


